
Chakib El-Kheyari is a Moroccan citizen 
from the Rif region (northern Morocco). 
Head of the "Rif Association for Human 
Rights", he is an active member of the 
World Amazigh Congress (CMA). As a 
human rights activist, he had to denounce 
abuse by Moroccan police against sub-
Saharan Africans who attempted to cross 
the border between Morocco and the 
Spanish enclave of Melilla. Chakib Al-
Kheyari also highlighted the involvement 
of Moroccan officials in drug trafficking 
between Spain and Nador. Because its 
expertise in the matter, he was invited to 
the "first global forum of producers of 
crops declared illicit" held from the 27th 
to 31st of January 2009 in Barcelona. He 
was then supposed to attend the UN Com-
mission on Narcotic Drugs conference 
scheduled on March 2009 in Vienna 
(Austria). Two weeks after his return to 
Morocco, Chakib was arrested by the po-
lice at his home in Nador and was sen-
tenced by the Casablanca court  to 3 years 
in prison for  « insulting official govern-
ment bodies », for having publicly de-
nounced drug trafficking and corruption in 

which some senior officials, police, gendar-
merie, army and administration were alleg-
edly involved. International mobilization 
for his liberation never stopped, especially 
from the World Amazigh Congress 
(CMA), the WMPA, Encod, CERAI and 
other NGOs such as Human Rights Watch, 
Amnesty International, FIDH, etc. Among 
the actions taken, we note several open 
letters to the King of Morocco, the joint 
press conference CMA-PMA-CERAI-
Transnational Institute held July 16, 2009 
in Rabat, the motion adopted by the 
WMPA General Assembly in Oloron-
Sainte-Marie (October 2010), the delivery 
of a letter to the King of Morocco, at the 
Moroccan Embassy in Paris, on March 31, 
2011, by Jean Bourliaud and Gérard 
LOogiéon behalf of WMPA, CMA, Encod, 
CERAI and Terre Citoyenne. 

Chakib El Kheyari was finally released on 
April 14, 2011. 
 
For further  information:  
In solidarity with Chakib AlKhayari: 
http://www.freechakib.com  
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Jorge Hernandez, President of CERAI-
Aragon (Centre of Rural Studies and In-
ternational Agriculture) and elected mem-
ber of the WMPA board, convened two 
working meetings in Ainsa (Aragon, 
Spain) in February and another one was 
hel in Jaca (Aragon, Spain) in April. The 
promotion of local products –as he already 
noted during the Laruns Cheese Fair– is 
the basis of this project, the content of 
which is being developed progressively 
thanks to the contributions provided by 
the associations and the people wishing to 
participate. The objective is trans-
Pyrenean, involving Spain and France, 
from the Atlantic to the Mediterranean.  

At present, it is mainly the valorization of 
local food products –by short food net-
works or by marketing initiatives like on-
site restaurants– which is progressing best. 
Others like the recovery of traditional 
varieties of fruits from mountain orchards, 
the use of broadband internet by mountain 

people or the formation of shepherds, who 
will keep the vitality of mountain areas, are 
also planned. 

For the moment, the Spanish side, strongly 
supported by Slow Food, has been the larg-
est contributor to the strengthening of the 
project. The French side is still at its early 
stages.  

The advantage of Jorge’s approach is to 
allow the multiplication of local proposals. 
When people come forward with new pro-
posals, a general framework can be elabo-
rated to contribute to the dynamism of the 
Pyrenees, which will be accompanied by 
the actions already taken on both sides of 
the border.  

(You can find the proceedings of the work-
shops that took place in Ainsa on the web-
site http://www.pyrenemountain.eu/ 
(french and spanish). For any information, 
please contact: pirineos2011@ono.com)  
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Humans and bears living in the moun-
tains seem doomed to disappear. For ten 
years, the  "Haut-Béarn heritage institu-
tion" s(IPHB  : Institution Patrimoniale 
du Haut-Béarn ) partners have agreed to 
overcome their differences and put all 
their efforts together to save both hu-
mans and bears. 
This is a global project on which many 
people have been working for years, 
moving step by step, with a method that 
tries not to let anyone down. 
The Heritage Institution  has made ef-
forts to reintroduce bears in the Pyre-
nees. The situation has evolved very 
positively, tensions have ceased but 
things remain fragile. 
 
Since 1996, politicians have decided to 
strengthen the ursine population with 
the addition of two female bears. All 
members of the IPHB have worked on 
building a recovery plan  which was 
accepted unanimously. 
However, no agreement was with the 
Minister of Environment, who imposed 
conditions that were unacceptable to the 
IPHB partners. 
 
In December 2004, following the death 
of Cannelle, the last surviving female 
bear of indigenous stock, IPHB mem-
bers (elected members, valley dwellers, 
shepherds, hunters, associations for the 
preservation of wildlife, foresters, ad-
ministrations, etc.) took their responsi-
bilities. 
In a difficult context, they all agreed to 
give a boost to the development of a 
record  to strengthen the population of 
bears in the Pyrenees. 
A precise programme, detailed and 
dated, has been developed since the 
arrival of two female bears in 2005. 
This comprehensive program has been 
prepared with a general vision including 
all aspects of land, pastoral, forestry and 
leisure activities. Bears can only be 
accepted if their presence is seen as an 
opportunity and as a legitimate reason 

for pride. 
Bears must cease to appear as a handi-
cap or as a source of unbearable stress 
for men who live on the same territory 
as them, and who already feel threat-
ened . 
 
With the aim of increasing the bear 
population, it is absolutely necessary for 
people  living with them to be allowed 
to give their opinion about its. Therefore 
a very broad consultation of all stake-
holders had been undertaken to let eve-
ryone express themselves and to encour-
age  them to take part in this major pro-
ject. Meanwhile, IPHB members were 
expecting a strong support from the 
government  and public authorities in 
response to this proactive, optimistic 
and responsible approach coming from 
the Bearn inhabitants. Frequent and 
constructive exchanges were held with 
the Minister  of Ecology and Sustain-
able Development. Then these relations 
suddenly stopped; to everyone’s sur-
prise, a unilateral decision was taken at 
the highest level of the state: 
The Minister  of Ecology announced the 
decision to double the bear population, 
with absolute disregard for the local 
debate and for the work done by the 
IPHB and thus for the inhabitants of the 
valleys. 
 
The IPHB partners have therefore con-
sidered that the decision of the State 
rendered irrelevant the drawing  up of 
the programme. Even if bears are part of 
the national, European and worldwide 
heritage, they considered that its man-
agement  is primarily a community mat-
ter, and that such decisions should be 
taken by the people living in the territo-
ries. 
IPHB members have thus decided to 
completely reject  this decision. 
 
Moreover, the IPHB proposal of De-
cember 8, 2004, was neither about rein-
troducing such a number of  bears, nor 

about reintroducing them out of their 
territories. 
Furthermore, the "compensation" meas-
ures proposed by the minister are oppo-
site  to those envisaged earlier. It con-
sists of placing human activities under 
the dependence of bears instead of inte-
grating bears in human activities. This 
position has been ruled inadmissible. 
 
In March, 2006, just a few days before 
the Minister  of Environment's speech 
that would announce the precise details 
of the program, the pastoralism accom-
panying plan seemd completely insuffi-
cient, inadequate, and inappropriate. In 
addition, there is neither  real financial / 
political support nor social and political 
bases, which are essential to IPHB 
members 
 
By a vote of the IPHB plenary assem-
bly on January 28, 2011, the IPHB has 
decided to categorically refuse the rein-
troduction of bears in Aspe, Ossau and 
Barétous  valleys and to denounce the 
methods used by the Minister  of Ecol-
ogy and Sustainable Development. 
 
For further information (in French 
only): 
 
http://iphb.free.fr/antiproours.htm 
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The Ixil Region is located in Guatemala, North of the El 
Quiche department, in the Sierra of the Cuchumatanes. It has 3 
municipalities: Chajul, Cotzal and Nebaj. It occupies an area 
of 2,340 sq km and is located at an altitude of 700 - 3,300 me-
ters. 
About 154.369 people live in this area; they are the descen-
dants of the Mayan people who inhabited these lands for 2,500 
years. 
 
Because of the state abandoning  these people and because of a 
recent tradition of indigenous resistance, the Ixil communities 
got involved in a revolutionary uprising, in the second half of 
the last  century; they suffered 114 massacres, genocides and 
ethnocides from the Guatemalan State, until the signing of a 
peace agreement in 1996. 
  
The Ixil region has a rich and abundant biodiversity that in-
cludes 7 micro-climates, large rivers, forests, mountains as 
well as rich archaeological sites. These have attracted the pres-
ence on multinational mining, oil and hydropower companies. 
The government says that there are 12 hydroelectric projects 
and 6 mining projects in the Ixil region. 
 
In September 2010, the central HIDROXACBAL began oper-
ating in Chajul, without fulfilling its promises to build roads, 
schools, health centers and  to leave 10 Mega Watt of the en-
ergy produced to the local populations. 
ENEL, an Italian company, is currently building the PALO 
VIEJO hydroelectric station in Cotzal and is, as well, making 
several promises to the local populations. 
 
In both cases, and in many others, multinational companies 
and the present government have violated the ancestral rights 
of the Indigenous peoples who have preserved mountains, 
forests and rivers for thousands of years. 
The populations were neither informed nor consulted, and did 
not give their consent for the exploitation of the natural re-
sources that "Mother Earth" provides them on their land and 
that are on their native lands, as established in the International 
Labour Organization Convention 169 (ILO) and in the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
 
The Ixil people protested against the violation of their rights 

to  life and to enjoy natu-
ral resources, as well as 
against the contamination 
of the rivers  which is 
currently affecting the 
population and crops 
downstream, the fishes, 
and the environment in 
general. 
The government has re-
sponded by accusing them 
of being terrorists, illegal, 
savages, by criminalizing 
the indigenous struggle, 
and by using the state 
justice system to imprison 
traditional authorities and 
community leaders. 
The most recent repres-
sion against these people 
took place on March 18 
when 500 policemen, sol-
diers with 3 helicopters 
came to sow terror among 
the Mayan population  
who still remember the 
military interventions that 
have caused genocides 
and ethnocides. 
The ancestral authorities 
of the Ixil region have established a dialogue with the Italian 
company Enel leaders in order to remedy the violation of 
indigenous rights that has been committed. Also, the com-
pany was supposed to offer them 20% of the benefits ob-
tained from the mountain and river resources in indigenous 
territories to stimulate their own development  
 
The people of the Ixil region have shown their political will. 
Other micro-regions are now joining this indigenous commu-
nity struggle for the ancestral rights. It remains to  be seen 
what is the political will of the company ENEL. 

Pablo Ceto, Guatemala 
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the First Global Forum of Producers of 
Crops Declared Illicit (Barcelona, 
2009), and to inform about the ONU 
meeting that was held in Vienna after 
this forum. 

All the organizations that were present 
in this meeting in Perou will be part of 
netword WMPA-Andes. 

Dionicio Nuñez, general secretary of the 
WMPA, was in March in Quillabamba-
Cuzco, where 700 persones, from peru-
vian regions of coca production, met. 
The aim of this meeting was to analyse 
the fact that the candidates to the presi-
dential election in Peru do not take into 
account the issue of the coca, nor the 
demand of the indigenous people.  

The presence of Dionicio was centered 
on the presentation of the conclusions of 
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The WMPA is often sought to publicize and denounce unacceptable 
situations in which the mountain people find themselves, as well as to 
support the actions they claim. Indeed, we consider that this is one of its 
duties: mountain people will trust us insofar as we are capable of fighting 
the silence and, therefore, the freedom of action and the impunity that 
their oppressors enjoy.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.- Any request for official action and intervention of the WMPA there-
fore requires that the people who initiate the action:  

prepare a brief text on the situation based on an information as docu-
mented and accurately as possible. This information, once it has been 
validated and, if necessary, supplemented by the Technical Committee 
and the concerned territorial Vice-Presidents, will have a dual mission:  

to inform the other members of the WMPA whose support has been 
sought and convince them of the merits of the request; to ensure 
that it is in line with the objectives of the WMPA;  

to be published on the official website of the WMPA to carry out 
dissemination.   

propose a specific mode of action: open or targeted letter, press release, 
petitions, demonstration…  

according to the proposed mode of action, prepare:  

a brief text: press release, petition or letter to be endorsed by the 
WMPA (by the President or by all those members who so wish). 
The text will be revised and supplemented by the Regional Vice-
presidents and/or the Technical Committee then quickly trans-
lated, communicated and used.  

the names and contact details of those who are the intended recipi-
ents of the letter or petition (government, newspapers, radio, in-
ternational agencies...). This list will of course be supplemented 
by the members of the board;  

propose the level of dissemination and action: regional, inter-regional, 
international. The modes of action that can be taken are:  

at regional level: Disclosure of the documents by (a) sending auto-
matic notification mails, (b) publishing them without being trans-
lated on the website, in the section concerning the region.  

at inter-regional level: to publish the various versions (abbreviated 
or not) of the documents translated into the three languages on 
the website, to send automatic notifications by email and –
depending on the importance of the information or the action– to 
mention it in the newsletter of the WMPA and to communicate it 
to media services.  

at international level: by, for example, raising issues with govern-
ments and/or with concerned international agencies.  

2.- In addition to the recipients that they will name under their own name, 
these requests should be addressed to:  

their Regional Vice-president,  

the Vice-President for communication (Ophélie Robineau), who shall 
report to the President of the WMPA and the Technical Committee.  

the Director of the WMPA (Claudine Stanislas). 

It will be the responsibility of the Regional Vice-Presidents and the Tech-
nical Committee (a permanent focal point will be designated by region) 
to respond immediately: to study and, if necessary, supplement the 
demand, to choose the actions and levels of action, to request the trans-
lations, to publish it on the website...  

3.- Major international actions will be validated and reported by the 
President, the Secretary General and the Vice-presidents (electronic 
consultation; for urgent situations, the consultation shall be made within 
48 hours).  

 

 

In addition, there will be a section on the Website of the WMPA 
where everyone will be allowed to freely express, on his own 
behalf, his own opinions, requests, petitions, provided that 
they do not contradict the Charter. 
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products 
4) Mining projects, land grabbing and 
mass tourism 
5) Crops Declared illicit 
6) Climate change 
7) Biodiversity and cultural diversity 
 
For each of these committees, a president 
of committee will be elected in order to 
coordinate and to ensure that these work-
ing groups are working effectively. 
In December, we launched the call for 
nominations from the plenary committee 
members. 
Nominations being now closed, the candi-
dates are finalizing the submission of 
their program and we will soon hold elec-
tions via the Internet: 

Technical Committee meetings: 
The WMPA technical committee meets 
every month in Paris to discuss on the 
budget, strategic orientations and on the 
WMPA positions on current topics con-
cerning mountain people. 
 
Operating organization in thematic 
committees: 
From summer 2011, WMPA will work 
in thematic committees that will corre-
spond to the different issues discussed 
during the Oloron manifesto  agenda: 
1) Creation Regional centers of coop-
eration and exchanges 
2) Indigenous people rights, autonomy, 
territories, States  
3) Enhanced valorization of mountain 

all WMPA members will be invited to 
vote (you will receive a notification by 
e-mail). 
 
The 2011 plenary committee meeting 
preparation:  
The next WMPA plenary board meet-
ing, elected in Oloron, will take place in 
the Canaries from 9 to 14 September 
2011. The program and the logistics 
organization are being managed by the 
Canarian WMPA members and by the 
technical committee. 
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They are often urgent situations which require a rapid and 
targeted response. In order to cope with these situations, we 
suggest the proposal for rapid reaction and intervention 
(news, press releases, etc.) to be prepared directly by those 
who seek the intervention of the WMPA and, failing that, 
by those closest to them.  
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The first International Universities of 
the Territories: UNITER_RES, will 
take place in Foix (France) the 25th 
and 27th of May, in the frame of the 
Year of the Pyrenees 2011. The 
WMPA is partner and will participe 
with a contribution of Michel Rouffet 

planned in the agenda. Links for 
more information, programme 
and registration : http://
www.territoires-responsables.org  
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shop. A motion supporting the "Ossau 
and Aspe, Valleys of freedom" Associa-
tion and the national group "Roots and 
men, protecting without prohibiting" was 
discussed and adopted unanimously. 

Ecuador: Pierre had the pleasure to meet 
each person in his/her own environment:  
in “his/her” ministry, in “his/her” town 
hall, in “his/her” radio station, in 
“his/her” future local television, etc. 
Here, as in Colombia, everyone’s enthusi-
asm for what has been experienced in 
Oloron was still alive; the challenge is to 
keep everyone in touch and to “make” the 
W M P A  l o c a l l y .  
North Ecuadorean members, in particular 
Cesar and Ricardo, want to join the 
South-Colombian group, which, if it 
comes to it, would become a binational 
panel. The proposal, which can be 
achieved thanks to short distances, fol-
lows the example of the work program 
launched by former Senator Efren Ta-
rapues –companion from the very begin-
ning–, which is supported by AVSF 

On the occasion of a personal trip to 
Ecuador, Pierre Gondard met the Ecua-
dorean and South-Colombian members 
that participated in the Oloron Meeting.  

Colombia: a meeting of the South-
Colombian group was held in Pasto –in 
the premises of the Universidad Coop-
erativa de Colombia– on February, 25, 
on the initiative of the Senator German 
Carlosama. The two main objectives of 
the meeting were: 1º- to validate the 
proposals that emerged from the Patia 
Meeting, held in November 2010. It was 
proposed to create three regional 
groups, the North with the Sierra Ne-
vada de Santa Marta, the Eastern side 
with the problems related to crops de-
clared to be illicit and the South with 
Nariño, Cauca and Valle; 2º- to make a 
start on preparing the workshops con-
cerning WMPA working areas. The first 
Workshop on Mining is scheduled for 
the last week of July. Milena Armero, 
who is new to the WMPA, wants to 
ensure the coordination of the work-

(Agronomists and Veterinarians without 
Frontiers) and funded by the EU.  
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